Message from RMS President

How to sum up my trip to Iraq two weeks ago? | wondered if | should write about LTC Hodne at
the FOB Paliwada outside Balad, and his astute, amazingly clear and encouraging briefing about
the challenges and the progress that has been made. | wondered if | should write about the
impressive diplomacy skills of Captain Garcia as he introduced me to the Mayor of Balad and
several city councilmen...and of Colonels McGinley and Smith when they introduced me to the
Iragi Army Chief of Staff, and conversed with him amiably in Arabic. | wondered if | should write
about the little schoolgirls in Balad who hugged me and kept saying “thank you” and “I love you”,
giving me (a Mom of 4--3 of whom are daughters) instantaneous clarity on the broad acceptance
and appreciation by the Iraqi people for our American troopers. But as | thought of all these
powerful and lasting impressions from my trip, | find that | am absolutely the most mindful of the
great personal sacrifices that have been made by those in uniform, and their families that have
suffered with them. On our last day, we traveled to the Landstuhl Trauma Center outside
Ramstein Air Base where | met hero after hero who had just suffered catastrophic injuries. | don’t
want to infringe on their privacy, so | won't get specific other than to say how life-changing it was
for me to hear them say things like “I would do it again”, and “l want to go back in”...and for one
to show me his tattoo that simply said “Freedom isn'’t free”. It takes on a whole new meaning
when you're shown that statement by one who has just put his life on the line, and lost good
friends who did just that. | have always been proud of our Military, but never more so than in
those few days | spent with them right where they have their boots on the ground. | don’t know
about you, but I'm really tired of politicians who apologize for America—I, for one, am just fine
bragging about our great men and women who are giving their all in the name of freedom.

Kudos
% Utah National Guard (thanks to Mountain America Credit Union) will be distributing
6,800 post 9/11 historical records to each Guardsman at ceremonies throughout Utah on
May 16™ and June 6th. Congratulations on an outstanding project and big thank you to
Mountain America Credit Union for covering the entire cost! For more information,
contact hank.mcintire@us.army.mil .

In the news

% National Guard appropriation: RMS is assisting Senator Robert Bennett’s office in
collecting letters of support from each Guard for a FY 2010 appropriation to cover the
cost of historical records to provide each Guardsman. Please contact
shawkes@storyrock.com if you have not received the letter.

% Shar will be in DC May 14, 15 for meetings, to visit friends in Walter Reed, and to
participate in the Gl Film Festival. Visit www.gifilmfestival.org for more information on
this exciting event.

% Huge welcome to our new VP of RMS, Larry Laybourne! If you haven’'t met him yet, go
ahead and contact him at llaybourne@remembermyservice.com . Larry is an
experienced manager and business relationship specialist, and we’re lucky to add him to
our team!

% Congratulations to our new RMS Director of Operations Adam Gray who now manages
our operational process, as well as all our Web 2.0 (social media) interaction. Thank you
Adam! Contact Adam at agray@remembermyservice.com if you have any
questions/suggestions about how we can communicate with you better.

Click here to stay informed!

Blog: www.remembermyservice.blogspot.com
Twitter: www.twitter.com/RMSTweet

Web: www.remembermyservice.com







